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Teachers as Scholars (TAS) is a partnership between 
Princeton University and surrounding schools and 

districts formed with the objective of providing scholarly 
and intellectually engaging opportunities for teachers and 

administrators. Seminars are taught by faculty and staff from 
Princeton University and span a wide range of topics and subject 

areas. Participants are often asked to complete readings prior to the 
seminar, which are either e-mailed or mailed one month in advance. 

Each seminar is open to teachers from any grade level or content area as 
well as district/school-based administrators. Seminars are intended to 

promote life-long learning for K-12 teachers and administrators.
Teachers as Scholars includes administrators and teachers at all grade levels and 

subject areas from our member schools: Bordentown Regional School District, 
Hillsborough Township School District, Hopewell Valley Regional School District, The 

Hun School of Princeton, The Lawrenceville School, The Peddie School, The Pennington 
School, Princeton Day School, Princeton Public Schools, Robbinsville Public School District, 

Stuart Country Day School, Trenton Public Schools, and West Windsor-Plainsboro Regional 
School District.

Non-member districts and schools are invited to attend as space allows. If you are interested in 
attending a seminar or would like to become a member of Teachers as Scholars, please contact Dr. 
Ashley Taylor Jaffee at atjaffee@princeton.edu or call our office at 609-258-3336.
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, TAS seminars will follow all University and New Jersey health 
and safety guidelines. At this time, all TAS seminars will be held in-person at the Princeton University 
campus from 9 AM until 3 PM. Please visit the University’s COVID Resource page for the most up-to-
date University visitor policy information at https://covid.princeton.edu.
The Teachers as Scholars Program also collaborates with the Cotsen Children’s Library at Princeton 
University to offer Time Travel 101. Time Travel 101 allows teachers to check out collections of primary 
source documents and artifacts for classroom use. Details on available collections can be found on 
page 18. Unfortunately, lending of Time Travel 101 kits has been suspended until further notice due to 
the pandemic. However, Time Travel 101 has made the 
curriculum and printable images available online. For more 
information and updates, visit our website at https://
teacherprep.princeton.edu/TimeTravel101. Be on the lookout 
for new and exciting collections to be added in Spring 2023!
The Teachers as Scholars program began at Harvard 
University in 1996 and has extended to include colleges and 
universities across the country. The TAS program at 
Princeton University is in its 24th year and is supported by 
the Program in Teacher Preparation as well as by area 
schools and districts.
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Deaf Gain, not Hearing Loss: Exploring What Deaf Culture Deaf Gain, not Hearing Loss: Exploring What Deaf Culture 
Can Teach Us about Equity in EducationCan Teach Us about Equity in Education

November 4, 2022November 4, 2022

9:30AM-11:30AM9:30AM-11:30AM

Seminar 1: Music as a Tool for Expressing Social Justice: A 
Workshop on Developing Strategies, Activities, and 
Discussion Techniques to Engage Students in the Classroom

November 3 & 15, 2022

9:00AM-3:00PM

Administrators  As ScholarsAdministrators  As Scholars
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The term “Deaf gain” is a word play on the label “hearing loss.” 
Many people view deafness as a loss—hence, the term “hearing 
loss.” In response, Deaf people develop the concept of “Deaf gain” 
in order to show that being Deaf has many benefits and Deaf 
people’s culture and language have a lot to offer to society.
This concept is critical for the field of education because many 
people attempt to educate Deaf children at the expense of Deaf 
gains. One example is attempting to teach Deaf children without 
giving them full access to sign language. Many Deaf children fail to 
acquire substantial speech skills. Because they have not been given 
access to sign language at an early age, they develop what is called 
“language deprivation syndrome,” a set of intellectual disabilities 
found in children who have been deprived of language at an early 
age. As Steven Pinker points out, “the deaf are virtually the only 
neurologically normal people who make it to adulthood without 
having acquired a language.
With the goal of demonstrating Deaf gains, this seminar introduces 
the basics of Deaf culture and American Deaf history. An emphasis 
will be made on the unique benefits of sign language. The 
discussion on various Deaf gains will then be applied to the topic of 
equity in the field of education. 

Preference will be given to administrators, supervisors, Preference will be given to administrators, supervisors, 
principals, and superintendents.principals, and superintendents.

This two-day workshop will explore using music as a tool for 
examining social justice issues by investigating historical and 
contemporary case studies on gender and racial justice. The 
workshop will look across and within a myriad of cultures, musical 
genres, and generations. Participant teachers will engage with the 
workshop through brainstorming, listening, discussing, and 
participating in various strategies that can be used and extended in 
their classrooms. Strategies and activities will be modeled by 
seminar faculty to consider ways of using music to challenge gender 
and racial injustice in contemporary society. The goals of the 
workshop will be to empower educators to use music in critical and 
dynamic ways as well as collaborate as a group on course 
development.

Noah Buchholz is a PhD 
candidate in Religion & Society 
at Princeton Theological 
Seminary and lecturer in the 
Humanities Council and Program 
in Linguistics at Princeton 
University. He is also a Certified 
Deaf Interpreter (CDI), American 
Sign Language (ASL)-English 
translator, and performing 
artist. His research interests 
include disability/Deaf studies, 
sign language linguistics and 
literature, political/liberation 
theology, and postcolonial/
decolonial theory.

Dr. Trineice Robinson-Martin, 
Ed.D. completed her doctoral 
work at Teachers College 
Columbia University. Dr. Trineice 
holds master degrees in music 
education and jazz studies from 
Teachers College and Indiana 
University-Bloomington, 
respectively, a B.A. from San Jose 
State University, and is a Level 
III Certified instructor in Somatic 
Voicework™ The LoVetri Method. 
Dr. Trineice maintains a faculty 
position at Princeton University 
as the jazz voice instructor, 
lecturer, and director of the Jazz 
Vocal Collective Ensemble. She 
serves on the National Faculty in 
the academic division of Gospel 
Music Workshop of America, 
as the Executive Director of the 
African American Jazz Caucus, 
Inc., as a Board of Director for 
the Jazz Education Network, as 
an Editorial Board member of 
the Journal of Singing, and is a 
member of the distinguished 
American Academy of Teachers of 
Singing.

Dr. Ruth Ochs is the conductor of the Princeton University Sinfonia, 
and Associate Conductor of the Princeton University Orchestra. In 
addition to directing varied ensembles of students and teaching 
courses on music performance and history, Dr. Ochs fosters community 
collaborations through outreach and musical collaboration. She also 
conducts the Westminster Community Orchestra, where she leads the 
ensemble through varied programming and unique collaborations with 
ensembles from the Westminster Conservatory and the Westminster 
Choir College. Dr. Ochs was a 2019 recipient of the John H. Pace, Jr. ’39 
Center for Civic Engagement’s Community Engagement Award. She 
earned her Ph.D. in Musicology at Princeton, with degrees in music and 
orchestral conducting from Harvard University and the University of 
Texas at Austin.

Noah Buchholz, Ph.D.
Department of Humanities 
Council & Linguistics

Trineice Robinson-Martin, Ed.D.
Department of Music

Ruth Ochs, Ph.D.
Department of Music
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Seminar 2:Seminar 2: Learning from Refugees: Refugee  Learning from Refugees: Refugee 
Resettlement in the US Through Oral HistoriesResettlement in the US Through Oral Histories

November 7 & 29, 2022November 7 & 29, 2022

9:00AM-3:00PM9:00AM-3:00PM

Seminar 3:Seminar 3: Woodrow Wilson: Hero or Villain? Woodrow Wilson: Hero or Villain?

November 30 & December 7, 2022November 30 & December 7, 2022

9:00AM-3:00PM9:00AM-3:00PM

In this seminar, we will ask whether it makes historical sense to 
paint Woodrow Wilson one color (black or white)? Aren’t most of us 
gray, or multicolored? We will look at the bad sides of Woodrow 
Wilson (he was a racist and a male chauvinist, for sure) and the 
good sides (for me, his political progressivism, internationalism, 
vision for higher education, literary and rhetorical skills) to try to 
evaluate the whole man and the whole career. I am particularly 
interested in considering Wilson’s role as an educational thinker and 
leader. We will read the biography written by John Milton Cooper 
and the book on Wilson’s racism by Eric Yellin and we will walk over 
to the plaza in front of (what used to be called) the Woodrow 
Wilson School to see the Manichean sculpture that Princeton 
University has installed to signify its ambivalence about its former 
president.

Matthew C. Weiner, Ph.D. is an 
Associate Dean in the Office of 
Religious Life. He oversees many 
programs including the Religious 
Life Council, Hidden Chaplains, 
and Faith Based Internships. He 
is the Principal Investigator (with 
Stanley N. Katz) for the Religion 
and Forced Migration Initiative, 
funded in part by the Henry Luce 
Foundation. He leads Live Music 
Meditation and co-curates the 
Stairwell Gallery. Before coming 
to Princeton, he was the Program 
Director for the Interfaith Center 
of New York. He holds an MTS 
from Harvard Divinity School and 
a Ph.D. from Union Theological 
Seminary.

Stan Katz is a recently retired 
professor in the former Woodrow 
Wilson School, the School of 
Public and International Affairs 
at Princeton University. He is a 
teacher of history, law and public 
policy with special interests 
in the comparative study of 
constitutional democracy and 
the impact of philanthropy on 
American public policy. Professor 
Katz was awarded the National 
Humanities Medal in 2011 by 
President Barack Obama.

Matthew C. Weiner, Ph.D.
Office of Religious Life

Stanley N. Katz, Ph.D.
School of Public and 
International Affairs

In this seminar, we will consider how to integrate refugees’ voices into 
the classroom through oral history interviews. The Oral History Project 
on Religion & Resettlement (https://www.rfmi.princeton.edu/archive) 
is a growing archive of 170 interviews from every major refugee flow 
to the US since the Second World War: from Holocaust survivors to 
Afghan Special Immigrant Visa holders. Although religion is a point of 
emphasis, the narrators’ larger stories are central to each wide-ranging 
interview.
In order to activate this archive, we are developing learning materials 
(lesson plans, primers, and interactive maps) (https://www.rfmi.
princeton.edu/learning-materials) to ensure these inspiring, powerful, 
often overlooked stories are heard. We are in the process of co-
creating more materials with educators and customizing them to fit the 
needs of their courses and students. We believe that we must listen to 
and understand refugees’ experiences to create more welcoming 
policies and communities, and we are eager to parter with creative 
teachers who agree. Participants in this seminar will be asked to use 
this archive in their curriculum and reflect with us on their students’ 
response.

Katherine Clifton, M.A.Katherine Clifton, M.A.
Office of Religious LifeOffice of Religious Life

Born and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii, Katherine Clifton graduated Born and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii, Katherine Clifton graduated 
from Princeton in 2015 where she focused on the social and political from Princeton in 2015 where she focused on the social and political 
importance of literature and theatre. During a gap year before college importance of literature and theatre. During a gap year before college 
through the Bridge Year Program, she taught English to Romani through the Bridge Year Program, she taught English to Romani 
students in Serbia. After graduating, she returned to Serbia to explore students in Serbia. After graduating, she returned to Serbia to explore 
hostilities between the Roma and Serbs and support refugee aid efforts hostilities between the Roma and Serbs and support refugee aid efforts 
funded by the Dale Fellowship. She then pursued Master’s degrees at funded by the Dale Fellowship. She then pursued Master’s degrees at 
the University of Oxford in Refugee and Forced Migration and Public the University of Oxford in Refugee and Forced Migration and Public 
Policy as a Rhodes Scholar. In the fall of 2018, she returned to Princeton Policy as a Rhodes Scholar. In the fall of 2018, she returned to Princeton 
to coordinate the Religion & Forced Migration Initiative.to coordinate the Religion & Forced Migration Initiative.

https://www.rfmi.princeton.edu/archive
https://www.rfmi.princeton.edu/learning-materials
https://www.rfmi.princeton.edu/learning-materials
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Seminar 5:Seminar 5: When Education is the Therapy: Pediatric  When Education is the Therapy: Pediatric 
Mental Health in Pandemic America, the School-Society Mental Health in Pandemic America, the School-Society 
ConnectionConnection

December 8, 2022December 8, 2022

9:00AM-3:00PM9:00AM-3:00PM

Seminar 4:Seminar 4: 3D Printing, CNC Milling, and Laser and Die  3D Printing, CNC Milling, and Laser and Die 
Cutting WorkshopCutting Workshop

December 2 & 9, 2022December 2 & 9, 2022

9:00AM-3:00PM9:00AM-3:00PM

Tools for digital manufacturing (3D printers, CNC mills, and laser 
and die cutters) have advanced to the point where they can be 
integrated into the curriculum in K-12 schools. This two-day hands-
on workshop will focus on demonstrating representative modern 
tools and developing hands-on skills in digital design using the 
Autodesk Fusion 360 CAD/CAM program. Fusion 360 is free to 
educators, and it exports designs to many different types of 
automated manufacturing tools including 3D printers, CNC mills, 
and 2D devices (laser and die cutters). Professor Littman will also 
discuss a 1D device - an automated wire bender. Participants will 
have the opportunity to learn how to draw simple objects and 
manufacture them using digital machines including 3D printers, 
CNC mills, and laser and die cutters. Besides basic instruction in 
CAD (computer-aided-design) and CAM (computer-aided-
manufacturing), there will be time set aside for discussion about 
how to integrate these new tools and their products into the K-12 
environment.
Participants will be asked to describe their own experiences about 
using modern technology in the classroom to stimulate the next 
generation of youth. Digital manufacturing tools have potential for 
integration into many areas including math and science, social 
studies, and the arts. No prior experience is required. This 
workshop is for the novice, but experts are also welcomed to 
attend. As a part of the seminar, Professor Littman will review a 
variety of projects based on these digital manufacturing tools that 
his students have developed as part of their engineering education.

Mark Glat is a Lecturer in the 
Department of Psychology. In 
addition to teaching Educational 
Psychology, he has also taught 
Models of Psychotherapy 
and Controversies in Clinical 
Psychology. Most recently he 
has taught a Freshman Seminar 
entitled “Pandemic Pedagogy: 
School and Society in a Time of 
Trauma and Disruption.”
Dr. Glat holds doctorate degrees 
in both political science and 
psychology. He is a licensed 
professional psychologist and a 
Certified School Psychologist in 
the State of New Jersey. He was 
the first Clinical Director of The 
Beadleston School; a hospital 
based educational program 
for special needs students in 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. He has 
also been a consultant to the 
Carrier Clinic in Belle Meade, New 
Jersey.
He has served as Member and 
Chair of the New Jersey Board of 
Psychological Examiners. Dr. Glat 
has published in both the fields of 
political science and psychology, 
and is the author of numerous 
scholarly reviews. He currently 
has a private practice in 
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dr. Michael G. Littman is a 
Professor of Mechanical and 
Aerospace Engineering. He 
joined Princeton University after 
earning his doctoral degree in 
Physics at the Massachusetts 
Institute of technology. His 
research interests include 
automatic controls, tunable 
laser design, and bio-mimic 
robotics. His principal research 
concerns the Terrestrial Planet 
Finder, a project involving the 
development of high contrast 
optical coronagraphs in search 
for life in the universe. He also 
is helping to integrate digital 
manufacturing tools in the K-12 
classroom environment under 
the NSF STEM+C Program. He 
teaches courses on mechatronics, 
history of engineering, and 
motorcycle design. He also 
supervises teaching laboratories 
on feedback control and digital 
manufacturing.

Mark Glat, Ph.D.
Department of Psychology

Michael G. Littman, Ph.D.
Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering

Classrooms are on the frontiers of social and political change. In this 
seminar, we will examine the myriad of factors that are shaping the 
current mental heath care crisis in schools; the choices that confront 
teachers, administrators, students, and their families; and the 
changes that are going to shape and reshape educational practices 
in light of the trauma and disruptions revealed and accelerated by 
the Pandemic of 2019.
We will begin by exploring the human dimensions of the crisis in 
terms of the emotional and behavioral consequences of trauma and 
disruption for students and teachers in America’s classrooms. We 
will be concerned both with the experiences of seminar participants 
as individuals, educators, and citizens as well as the epidemiological 
dimensions of the current crisis as they impact American students 
and their families.
Next, we will examine the relevant contexts for understanding this 
crisis including powerful social, political, and economic forces that 
have shaped our understanding, analyses, beliefs, and practices 
regrading the current mental health crises confronting both schools 
and society.
Finally, we will discuss the choices and changes that will be made by 
educators, clinicians, and citizens now, and in the coming years, that 
will determine the goals and practices of educators, mental health 
professionals, and policy makers moving forward.



11

Seminar 6: How To Read a Play

January 10 & 31, 2023

9:00AM-3:00PM

Seminar 7:Seminar 7: Probing the Earth’s Dynamic Interior with  Probing the Earth’s Dynamic Interior with 
Earthquake WavesEarthquake Waves

February 10, 2023February 10, 2023

9:00AM-3:00PM9:00AM-3:00PM

Earth’s solid interior harbors the long-term memory of processes that 
shape our planet. Seismology is the primary tool for probing this 
otherwise inaccessible frontier of exploration. The method of seismic 
tomography uses waves generated by earthquakes to image the 
Earth’s interior in a manner similar to CT scanning of the human 
body. Seismic tomography is useful for assessing natural hazards, 
locating explosions, and characterizing plate tectonics. Routine 
calculations for earthquake magnitudes and early warning systems 
also need these models. This seminar will discuss how the iterative 
nature of this scientific method involves using observed data to 
develop quantitative models of physical properties (e.g. density). We 
will further consider implications for the current state of the Earth’s 
interior (e.g. temperature, composition) and its dynamic evolution into 
the future. Seminar activities will explore how tomographic models 
are used to determine interior structure and how these features 
manifest as observed waves. We will end by brainstorming ways to 
effectively integrate solid Earth topics in the classroom.

Brian Eugenio Herrera (he/him+) 
is, by turns, a writer, teacher and 
scholar — presently based in New 
Jersey, but forever rooted in New 
Mexico. Brian’s work, whether 
academic or artistic, examines 
the history of gender, sexuality 
and race within and through 
U.S. popular performance. His 
book Latin Numbers: Playing 
Latino in Twentieth-Century U.S. 
Popular Performance (Michigan, 
2015) was awarded the George 
Jean Nathan Award for Dramatic 
Criticism and he publishes the 
#TheatreClique Newsletter. Brian 
Eugenio Herrera is Associate 
Professor of Theater in the Lewis 
Center for the Arts at Princeton 
University, where he is also a core 
faculty member in the Program 
in Gender and Sexuality Studies 
and a faculty affiliate with the 
Programs in American Studies, 
Music Theater and Latino Studies. 
https://scholar.princeton.edu/
bherrera

Pritwiraj Moulik, Ph.D., is an 
Associate Research Scholar in 
the Department of Geosciences 
at Princeton University. His 
research focuses on planetary-
scale geophysical problems that 
probe the current state of the 
Earth’s dynamic interior. Moulik 
received a Ph.D. in Earth and 
Environmental Sciences from 
Columbia University in 2016. He 
develops new techniques called 
full spectrum tomography that 
utilize all types of earthquake 
waves for generating three-
dimensional images of planetary 
interiors, similar to a CT-scan for 
the human body. These structural 
models are used for assessing 
hazard, locating explosions, and 
characterizing plate tectonics. 
Long-term processes that 
shape planetary interiors are 
elucidated based on inferences 
of temperature, composition, and 
dynamic flow. Moulik also leads 
large collaborative efforts to 
create next-generation reference 
Earth models for adoption in 
teaching, learning, and academic 
research.

Brian E. Herrera, Ph.D.
Lewis Center for the Arts

Pritwiraj Moulik, Ph.D.
Department of Geosciences

How should we read a play? As a literary work? As a blueprint for 
performance? As a documentation of a particular cultural/historical 
moment? As a way to see a new world being built before our eyes?
In this seminar, we will both ask and explore how to read a play. As 
we grapple with the possibilities and provocations scripted within 
plays both old and new, we will collaboratively rehearse a 
constellation of different strategies for engaging texts written for 
performance. We will grapple with the necessarily different tasks of 
reading a play as it appears on the page, and of reading a play as it 
manifests on a stage. We will also experiment with applying a 
dramaturgical lens to a broad range of non-theatrical cultural texts, 
genres and phenomena as we also consider whether learning “how 
to read a play” might also develop generally applicable skills for 
enhancing cultural literacy. As the seminar rehearses “how to read a 
play” in varied ways, we will also assess not only how, but why 
reading plays remains an invaluable pedagogical tool and 
technique.
This seminar will oblige both collaborative and independent in-class 
reading and writing. Additionally, a modest measure of preparation 
will be expected for each seminar meeting. For the first seminar 
meeting, each participant will be asked to read a short play 
provided by the instructor and to revisit the script of a familiar play 
(e.g., a play you’ve previously taught, performed or seen 
performed); in the weeks between seminar meetings, participants 
will be asked to engage at least one play in performance, either 
through an in-person or remote presentation. (The instructor will 
provide recommendations, guidance, and relevant resources to 
support seminar participants in identifying accessible options for 
engaging plays in performance.)

https://scholar.princeton.edu/bherrera
https://scholar.princeton.edu/bherrera
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Seminar 8:Seminar 8: Bringing Second Language Acquisition  Bringing Second Language Acquisition 
Research into the Foreign Language/ESL Classroom: L2 Research into the Foreign Language/ESL Classroom: L2 
Vocabulary Vocabulary 

February 14 & 21, 2023February 14 & 21, 2023

9:00AM-3:00PM9:00AM-3:00PM

Seminar 9:Seminar 9: ADHD – Brain Functions and Educational  ADHD – Brain Functions and Educational 
InterventionsInterventions

February 24, 2023February 24, 2023

9:00AM-3:00PM9:00AM-3:00PM

Little is known about the development of the typical human brain, 
and even less is known about what can go wrong in the brains of 
children who have neurodevelopmental challenges such as 
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Developmental 
Coordination Disorder (DCD) or developmental dyslexia. Dr. Kastner 
will share her research at the Princeton Neuroscience Institute, 
which is designed to further our understanding of both typical and 
atypical brain development– to understand the brains of children 
who develop normally as well as the brains of children who 
experience neurodevelopmental challenges.
This seminar will offer a teacher-friendly introduction to cognitive 
brain functions including attention and selective perception, as well 
as systems for short- and long-term memory. Dr. Kastner will share 
what is known about ADHD, with specific tips for students and 
educators. We’ll also hear about her ground-breaking work, 
including children in the scientific process with Frontiers for Young 
Minds, see https://kids.frontiersin.org/.

Dr. Jamie Rankin is a University 
Lecturer in the German Department 
and directs its Beginning Language 
program. Since 2014, Dr. Rankin has 
also served as the Director of the 
Princeton Center for Language Study.

After completing a Ph.D. in German 
literature at Harvard University, he 
went on to specialize in second 
language acquisition and pedagogy in 
the Department of Second Language 
Studies at the University of Hawaii.

His current research focuses on 
the dynamics of foreign language 
classrooms, with particular emphasis 
on classroom interaction and the 
role it plays in teaching and teacher 
training. Much of his research takes 
the form of collaborative classroom 
research with graduate student 
teaching assistants in the department, 
and several of these studies have been 
published-- including two awarded 
as articles of the year in the American 
journal for teachers of German and 
another published in the Modern 
Language Journal.

Recently, Dr. Rankin has developed 
and taught a new undergraduate 
course on Second Language 
Acquisition, which has a community 
component, wherein undergraduate 
students are matched one-on-one 
with students in the Princeton area.

Sabine Kastner is a Professor of 
Neuroscience and Psychology 
at Princeton University. She 
studies the neural basis of 
visual perception, attention, 
and awareness in the healthy, 
adult primate brain, in patients 
with brain lesions and during 
development. Kastner is a Fellow 
of the American Academy of 
Arts & Sciences, the American 
Psychological Society, the Society 
for Experimental Psychology 
and a Member of the German 
National Academy of Sciences 
(Leopoldina). Kastner is 
passionate about public outreach 
such as fostering the careers 
of young women in science, 
promoting neuroscience in 
schools and public education, 
and exploring the intersection of 
visual neuroscience and art.

James W. Rankin, Ph.D.
Department of German and 
Princeton Center for Language 
Study

Sabine Kastner Ph.D.
Department of Psychology

Teachers are faced with a barrage of questions as they approach 
the classroom: How much should I lecture – and how much should 
I let students direct the discussion? What kind of visual or aural 
media should I use? What sorts of feedback are effective? And how 
should I evaluate my students’ progress – with essays, multiple 
choice tests, oral reports, or portfolios?
Foreign language teachers work in a discipline in which these and 
many other questions have been the subject of extensive research 
for the past 40 years. Yet, the great majority of language teachers 
have little access to the results of these studies and therefore do not 
integrate them into their teaching. Furthermore, most commercial 
textbooks are written by people who, though well-intentioned, are 
equally unfamiliar with the research. This means that the materials 
presented to students and the prevailing methodologies seen in 
foreign language classrooms are often at odds with what the 
research has shown to be effective approaches to L2 teaching and 
learning.
This seminar aims to address this mismatch by focusing on L2 
vocabulary acquisition, a strand of SLA research, in order to trace 
the development of these topics in the literature of applied 
linguistics, consider how one might implement the findings in real 
classrooms, and then work collaboratively to create materials and 
lesson plans that will do so.
In preparation for the seminar, participants will be asked to read 
seminal research and be ready to discuss the findings. The seminar 
leader will provide background and context for this and additional 
articles, work with participants to discuss and compare the findings 
with their own teaching/learning experience, and lead a hands-on 
workshop in which materials will be developed for future classroom 
use.

https://kids.frontiersin.org/
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Seminar 10:Seminar 10: Theater as an Educational Tool Theater as an Educational Tool

March 28, 2023March 28, 2023

9:00AM-3:00PM9:00AM-3:00PM

Seminar 11:Seminar 11: Lessons From the Enslaved: Discussing  Lessons From the Enslaved: Discussing 
Slavery and Abolition in the ClassroomSlavery and Abolition in the Classroom

March 30, 2023March 30, 2023

9:00AM-3:00PM9:00AM-3:00PM

This seminar will explore slavery and abolition as topics of historical 
knowledge. We will focus primarily on the lives of Africans and their 
descendants in Latin America, the receiving end of at least two 
thirds of the 12.5 million people forcefully uprooted from Africa 
between 1500 and 1870. 
The session will look at a broad range of Black experiences from a 
comparative perspective, though, also including the United States. 
We will cover questions like: how does one find the voices of the 
enslaved in historical sources created to turn African peoples into 
commodities, such as bills of sale and runaway slaves ads? Is there 
a relationship between slavery and anti-Black racism? How do we 
create a safe and engaging space for discussion and learning when 
race is a topic?
Our focus will be on the ways through which the enslaved fought 
back against the brutality of slavery, including the creation of 
families, insurgency, resistance at work, running away, and the 
formation of maroon communities. Together, we will learn how to 
engage in close textual readings of primary sources and where to 
find them. Seminar participants are encouraged to share their 
classroom experiences and debate the legacies of slavery in the 
making of school curricula.

Brooke Boertzel’s professional 
passion involves utilizing theater as an 
educational tool for exploring social, 
emotional, and academic content. 
Brooke holds an MFA in Acting from 
the Actors Studio Drama School at 
New School University and an MA in 
Educational Theatre from NYU.

She’s served on panels and as a guest 
lecturer at NYU, Hunter College, 
Baruch College, Teachers College at 
Columbia University, City College of 
New York, Brooklyn College, Rutgers, 
and Princeton University, covering 
such topics as arts integration, 
assessment, and evaluation, applied 
theatre, curricula design, and 
developing theatre and curricula with 
and for special populations, including 
English Language Learners and 
students with disabilities.

Before working at McCarter, Brooke 
served for 11 years as the Director of 
Education at New York City Children’s 
Theater, previously named Making 
Books Sing.  Utilizing her expertise 
in arts integrative learning, she co-
created Alice’s Story and Fair and 
Square, two nationally recognized 
interactive anti-bullying applied 
theater programs featured on the 
cover of Time Magazine for Kids in 
2012.  Brooke served on the Board of 
Directors for the New York City Arts 
and Education Roundtable from 2013-
2018, where she advocated for quality 
arts programming for NYC public 
schools while also acting as the Chair 
of their Membership Committee.   

Isadora Moura Mota is an 
Assistant Professor in the History 
Department at Princeton. She 
is a historian of slavery in Brazil 
and the Atlantic world whose 
research focuses on black 
activism, abolitionism, and 
literacy. At Princeton, she teaches 
courses on modern Brazilian 
history and the African diaspora 
to Latin America.

Brooke Boertze, M.A.
McCarter Theater Center

Isadora Muora Mota, Ph.D.
Department of History

Theater is a powerful educational tool that can be integrated into 
any subject to support social, emotional, and academic learning. 
Theater’s innate kinesthetic, creative, and playful nature provides 
access for students of all learning modalities, fosters empathy and 
communication, and supports collaboration. Through active 
participation, reflection discussions, and group work, participants in 
this seminar will gain tangible skills they can use to infuse theater 
into their own classrooms as an effective teaching tool.
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Seminar 12: Natural Language Processing: An Essential 
Toolkit for Automation in Today’s World

April 18, 2023

9:00AM-3:00PM

Karthik Narasimhan is an 
assistant professor in the 
Computer Science department 
at Princeton University. His 
research spans the areas of 
natural language processing 
and reinforcement learning, with 
the goal of building intelligent 
agents that learn to operate in 
the world through both their 
own experience and reading 
existing human knowledge. 
Karthik received his PhD from 
MIT in 2017, and spent a year 
as a visiting research scientist at 
OpenAI prior to joining Princeton 
in 2018. His research work has 
received multiple paper awards 
at top NLP conferences (EMNLP 
2015, 2016) and he regularly 
teaches COS 484: Introduction to 
NLP at Princeton.

Karthik Narasimhan, Ph.D.
Department of Computer 
Science

Recent advances have ushered in exciting developments in natural 
language processing (NLP), resulting in computer systems that can 
translate text, answer questions and even hold spoken 
conversations with humans. This seminar will introduce NLP, and 
cover standard frameworks for dealing with natural language as 
well as algorithms and methods to solve various NLP problems, 
including some recent deep learning approaches. There will also be 
a practical component focusing on applications and tools that can 
be built with NLP to assist in areas like education, healthcare, social 
studies, and other fields. Prior programming experience will be 
helpful for the hands-on component, although not strictly 
necessary.

Teachers as Scholars is administered by the Program in Teacher Preparation (Teacher Prep). Teacher 
Prep is a uniquely designed interdepartmental course of study that prepares Princeton University 
students and alumni to become certified to teach. The students who earn certification are sincerely 
committed to becoming teachers and bring a level of enthusiasm, dedication, and intellectual 
excellence that will make them outstanding members of the profession. Teacher Prep offers specific 
courses, special seminars and colloquia, and many exciting opportunities for direct collaboration with 
area classroom teachers through structured, practical field experiences, including full time practice 
teaching. We are very proud of our long-time collaboration with the teachers and administrators from 
area schools, and we are grateful for their willingness to share their expertise and time to help us to 
prepare our students. We truly value the community collaboration that allows us to prepare future 
teachers, and as a small token of appreciation, we invite any teacher who hosts one of our student 
teachers to attend a TAS seminar as our guest, no charge.
In addition to Teachers as Scholars, the Program in Teacher Preparation offers QUEST. QUEST is an 
intensive summer institute for local teachers in science and mathematics. QUEST presents a unique 
opportunity for teachers to enhance their personal knowledge of science and mathematics content by 
engaging in laboratory experiments and field experiences led by the faculty and staff of the University 
and scientists from neighboring institutions. QUEST offers participants the chance to develop skills for 
applying the next generation science standards by helping them develop their knowledge, confidence, 
and enthusiasm in science and mathematics education. For more information on Princeton University’s 
Program in Teacher Preparation, please visit our website: teacherprep.princeton.edu.

Teacher Prep Staff:

Todd W. Kent, Director, Program in Teacher Preparation

Kathleen M. Nolan, Coordinator of Urban Specialization; Assistant Director, ELA

Ashley Taylor Jaffee, Assistant Director, Social Studies

Jessica R. Monaghan, Assistant Director, STEM

Denise Massari, Assistant Director, World Languages

Mona Villa-Sgobbo, Program Manager

Adela Ramírez, Administrative Assistant

Marta Levitskiy, Office Coordinator

https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/
https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/who-we-are/staff-listing/todd-w-kent
https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/who-we-are/staff-listing/kathleen-m-nolan
https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/who-we-are/staff-listing/ashley-taylor-jaffee
https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/who-we-are/staff-listing/jessica-monaghan
https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/who-we-are/staff-listing/mona-villa-sgobbo
https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/who-we-are/staff-listing/adela-ramirez
https://teacherprep.princeton.edu/who-we-are/staff-listing/marta-levitskiy
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2022-2023
District Members

Time Travel
101

BBordentownordentown r regionalegional S Schoolchool d diStrictiStrict

James Lymper, Director of Curriculum 
& Instruction

jlymper@bordentown.k12.nj.us

tthehe P Penningtonennington S Schoolchool

Deborah Fermo, Dean of Faculty

deborah.fermo@pennington.org

tthehe h hunun S Schoolchool  ofof P Princetonrinceton

Daniel Walker, Dean of Faculty
danielwalker@hunschool.org

rroBBinSvilleoBBinSville P PuBlicuBlic S Schoolchool d diStrictiStrict

Debbie Chiodo, Curriculum & 
Instruction Administrative Assistant

chiodo.deborah@robbinsville.k12.nj.us

hhillSBoroughillSBorough t townShiPownShiP S Schoolchool d diStrictiStrict

Kim Feltre, Assistant Superintendent 
for Curriculum & Instruction/ 

Affirmative Action Officer

kfeltre@htps.us

PPrincetonrinceton d dayay S Schoolchool

Lisa Surace, Associate Head of School

lsurace@pds.org

tthehe l lawrencevilleawrenceville S Schoolchool

Jason VonWachenfeldt, Assistant 
Dean of Academics

jvonwachenfeldt@lawrenceville.org

SStuarttuart c countryountry d dayay S Schoolchool

Robert Missonis, Assistant Head of 
School for Academic Leadership/ 

Head of the Middle School
rmissonis@stuartschool.org

wweSteSt w windSorindSor-P-PlainSBorolainSBoro r regionalegional  
SSchoolchool d diStrictiStrict

Christopher Russo, Assistant 
Superintendent

christopher.russo@wwprsd.org

hhoPewelloPewell v valleyalley r regionalegional S Schoolchool  
ddiStrictiStrict

Vicky Pilitsis, Director of Curriculum & 
Instruction

vickypilitsis@hvrsd.org

PPrincetonrinceton P PuBlicuBlic S SchoolSchoolS

Kimberly Tew, Assistant 
Superintendent of Curriculum & 

Instruction
kimberlytew@princetonk12.org

tthehe P Peddieeddie S Schoolchool

Catherine Rodrigue, Associate Head of 
School

crodrigue@peddie.org

ttrentonrenton P PuBlicuBlic S SchoolSchoolS

Joanne Sung, Assistant 
Superintendent of Teaching & 

Learning 

jsung@trenton.k12.nj.us

Welcome to Time Travel 101, the program that puts primary resources directly in the 
hands of teachers and students! Unfortunately, due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the traveling classroom resources for Time Travel 101 are currently unavailable. However, 
schools are able to find curriculum and printable digital images for all the Time Travel 101 
lending collections at https://cotsen.princeton.edu/timetravel101. Be on the lookout for 
new and exciting collections to be added in Spring 2023!
Collections:

1.  Illuminate meIlluminate me:: Students are invited to examine and compare 15th century manuscript 
pages to better understand how books were created, and used, in the Middle Ages.
2. Show me the money:Show me the money: Beginning with a Colonial New Jersey pound note and ending 
with a 21st century dollar bill, this timeline of monetary artifacts demonstrates how NJ 
was colonized, grew, and nationalized.
3. Selling, selling, sold!Selling, selling, sold!: From Carter’s Iron Pills to J.L. Weber’s Carriages, learn about 
life in late 19th-century New Jersey by examining authentic period advertisements and 
colorful trade cards.
4. Got anything to read?Got anything to read?: Forget computer screens and cell phones...what would a kid 
in 19th century New Jersey find to read around the house? You’ll find the answer in 
these period publications and household objects. No batteries required.
5. World War II NJ:World War II NJ: Learn about wartime New Jersey by exploring items children 
encountered on the WWII home front. Ration coupons, advertisements, a draft letter, 
and a child’s gas mask are just a few of the artifacts to explore.
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Seminar 1: Music as a Tool for Expressing Social Justice: A 
Workshop on Developing Strategies, Activities, and Discussion 
Techniques to Engage Students in the Classroom
Date: Nov. 3 & 15, 2022
Facilitator: Ruth Ochs, Ph.D., & Trineice Robinson-Martin, 
Ed.D.

Seminar 6: How to Read a Play
Date: Jan. 10 & 31, 2023
Facilitator: Brian E. Herrera, Ph.D.

Seminar 2: Learning from Refugees: Refugee Resettlement in the 
US through Oral Histories
Date: Nov. 7 & 29, 2022
Facilitator: Matthew C. Weiner, Ph.D., & Katherine 
Clifton, M.A.

Seminar 8: Bringing Second Language Acquisition Research into 
the Foreign Language/ESL Classroom: L2 Vocabulary
Date: Feb. 14 & 21, 2023
Facilitator: James W. Rankin, Ph.D.

Seminar 3: Woodrow Wilson: Hero or Villain?
Date: Nov. 30 & Dec. 7, 2022
Facilitator: Stanley N. Katz, Ph.D.

Seminar 12: Natural Language Processing: An Essential Toolkit for 
Automation in Today’s World
Date: Apr. 18, 2023
Facilitator: Karthik Narasimhan, Ph.D.

AAS: Deaf Gain, not Hearing Loss: Exploring What Deaf Culture 
Can Teach Us about Equity in Education
Date: Nov. 4, 2022
Facilitator: Noah Buchholz, Ph.D.

Seminar 7: Probing the Earth’s Dynamic Interior with Earthquake 
Waves
Date: Feb. 10, 2023
Facilitator: Pritwiraj Moulik, Ph.D.

Seminar 4: 3D Printing, CNC Milling, and Laser and Die Cutting 
Workshop
Date: Dec. 2 & 9, 2022
Facilitator: Michael G. Littman, Ph.D.

Seminar 9: ADHD– Brain Functions and Educational Interventions
Date: Feb. 24, 2023
Facilitator: Sabine Kastner, Ph.D.

Seminar 5: When Education is the Therapy: Pediatric Mental Health 
in Pandemic America, the School-Society Connection
Date: Dec. 8, 2022
Facilitator: Mark Glat, Ph.D.

Seminar 11: Lessons From the Enslaved: Discussing Slavery and 
Abolition in the Classroom
Date: Mar. 30, 2023
Facilitator: Isadora Muora Mota, Ph.D.

Seminar 10: Theater as an Educational Tool
Date: Mar. 28, 2023
Facilitator: Brooke Boertze, M.A.

Please list your first, second, and third choice for the seminar you wish to attend:

Please provide the information below and submit this form to your TAS Contact no later than October 1, 2022.
Once your Contact Representative approves your request, your Contact Representative will provide you with the 
link to complete the Online Registration From. The Online Registration Form must be submitted by October 17, 
2022.

Teacher As Scholars
Teacher Registration Application

Name:
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